












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































?1r. \oi'. O. 1qelso11, Jr. 
r..cgion.al Director 
U. s. D0pnrtr:1c11t of the L1tcrior 
Fish .::::i.d t1ilfJlifc Service 
P. 0. Box 1306 
Albuquerque, 87103 

Dear l!r. 

9 October 1975 

is to your letter dated 12 1974 concerning Public 
r:oticc JJ...11-:!-3 .'.'.c1cl your letters d3ted 21 Fcbrunr;.• 1975 .a.'1.d 23 l-ruy 1975 
concernint; Public nll regnrding LriaintcnG..c•Ce dredging of 
tl1c ch.:n111el of the (>J1£ Intr.-:;constnl t:atcn-:.:iy. Copies o!: your letters 
a.id our replies lherct.o ._,re attnci-1cd for )'Our rcatly reference. 

Copies of the De>pz:.rtr:.;c:.t of Co:-:ncrcc, ?I<lrine l-'isl1eries Service 
letters Cntcd lS 19jlt 7 1:crch 1975 \'1itl1 copies of our replies 
nrc 2lso att:i.chcd for )'Our i:<fo:..1..CI:tion. /.11 of ti12' corrcSpo:1dei-.ce co:1-
teins rcco::r:icnd.:itions <Y....1d/or co::rc:lts rcl.:.tinz to the eli-:-.:i:1ution of 
disposal .:rrcns or portior:.s of Gisp0!:.'11 .nrcas alvnci t11e GTI·:'iV, bet\:een 
Gclveston and Co11Jus Christi Bny. 

This letter to t11ose nrcns pro;:icrt)' o'l<ljoining t11c Git•·w is 
c_.1d.cr the control of thC! Dcpartr::,cut of the L.1tcrior, Fish nnd h'ildlife 
Service. Your c.gcncy c.lo::it; h'ith the :t:Dtior.al t'.z.rinc Fisheries Service 
recor:oended tl-iat portio:ts of· disposal c.rc3S 75, 9!.i., 95 o..1d 96 be clb!.nat"'d 
a'1d tl1at an acceptable nltcrr.ntive would be to pl.'.'.cc imd confine the 
drcdzcd catcrial '\<.'ithin lc\•ccs on tl1e north side of the cho.::i.ael. It is 
unsu:::-:cd you arc n;;re:e.:?.ble to dcin& the alternative crcns rrvc.i.lable for 
our use. Since confL'"'ling tl1e t:'..1terial v1t11in levees cst::iblishes a fiP.ite 
ut;cful life for n dispo:;al area, it is ncccscni;.· for u:; to seek pcrnits 
for t11c e11tire portion of the .r:rcn to be relocated. Therefore, it ia 
requested t11at )'OU issue pc:."1":its per your rcco .. for e of 
1.-::nd ndjnccnt to our c::isti11g north ri3!1t-of-w.:iy li11e C7!.d c:-:tendin::; 1350 
feet frO:J tl1e ch.:mncl centerline bct•:ccn Stations 165-+000 end 169-+000, 
Statio11s 277+500 nnd 27B+JD0 1 Stntions .und 2Gli·+OOO, 2S5+750 
.nnd 294+500 1 Stntioas 302+-000 and 
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SWGCO•M 9 October 1975 
!-tr. w. O. Nelson, Jr .. 

In addition to the above, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the r~ational 
?-Inr!ne Fisheries Service recot:r.le.ndcd that disposnl area 128 be eliminated 
and that areas 127 and 129 be confined within levees. D1,is recor::mcndation 
wus m~de prior to the last maintenance dredging of this reach of the 
channel. In accordance with the recoo:mendation, area 128 ~as not U&ed 
mi.d nrcns 127 a..>d 129 were leveed, resulting in depletion of practically 
all availnble capacities between Stations 775·i-500 and 804-1-000. 

In order for us to continue to COC!ply ,,,1itl1 the intent of the recorncndations, 
replacc:J.ent disposal areas are required. l1c ii.ave reviewed our long-term 
requirc.::i.cnts in this area and for the reac11 of ch.'!..."ll1Cl bctl7ccn Stations 
775+oOO and 804;-000 a mini.nu::::i of 300 acres arc required. It is not necessary 
that the acreage be 1n one tract. It l-7ould be preferable if four nrcas 
ebout equally spaced along the ch&"1.nel and t)O nore than 1,000 feet from the 
channel could be rn..:ide available·. Hoo'1CVcr 1 each area should have a minL'T:l.!Ill 
size of 50 acres. 

Please review this I!l<itter nnd advise ue an to your intentions concerning 
the perwits. If you l~now of ot11er altern::i.ti .. ves, W'e ,,;ould be interested 
in descussi11g them. If you l1ave any questions or n.:!ed additional i.nforz-.a
tion, pleuae call J. D. Bissell, AC 713-763-1211,, E):t. 315. 

5 Incl 
1. USF&i,'S ltr, 12 Nov 74 

· 1~/reply 6 Feb 75 
2 •. USF&':·JS ltr, 21 Feb 75 

w/reply 25 Apr 75 
3. USF&~·iS ltr, 23 Y...ay 75 
4. fil·!FS ltr 1 18 N'ov 74 

w/reply 18 Feb 75 
5. · ~IFS ltr, 7 }iar 75 

v/reply 25 Jun 75 

Sincerely yours, 

DON S. }fcCOY 
Colonel. Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 
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Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. 
OfflCERS For 25 Years A Non-Profit Corporation 

rfNGG 
Pre1ident 

N flELOS 
Vice Pre•. & See'v. 

N. COCHRAN 
T1ea1v1er 

Col. Don S. IIcCoy 
Gal\reston Distrj_ct Enr;ineer 

Corps of Ensineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, 1.rexas 77550 

Dear Col. I1icCoy: 

P. 0. Box 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 

February 14, 1974 

DIRECTORS 

CAPT. BROWN 
Whooping Crane 

COL Wm. M. BROWN 
Ret. U.S.A.F. 

ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.D. 

W. f. HAYNES 

R. l. IRWIN 

Referenc.:e is n:::;.de to public noJcice :;o. I 1;/',1-T·T-13, c1c.ted Janu2:!'y 21, 
1975, r-;ainten2nce Dredr;inr;, Gul~~ Intr2,coast2l lifatcr1:12;;r (r-:ain Channel) 
San .;\ntonio Be.~-r to Cor·pus Chris~i Ba;y.". T11e pro,jec-.t 2s described in 
this public no·tice is inioical to the fis".1 2nd \Vildlife interests of 
The Texas Coe.st al \"laters. 

The va'J..ue of t:'12 '.·:2te)'S tr2vcr.s~C1- by the T:.'.';J to I''ish o.nd v:ild.life 
reso-u.rccs is ·,·,•sll docu.:::.n:~ted. The nurse=-~)~, rcarJns cround and har\•est 
3.ree.s are esse:'."}tial to t~e survie.l of the npo:'t- anc1 co:r.:.:iercial fisheries. 
'r.'aterfC·':.rl anC. 11ur:1e::-ous .s~1ore hircls are dcpc:-ndent on these i .. ·e.ters and 
associated oe.rshes. 

Vie believe it is evident, and adequatel;:t documented, that tt1rbidity and 
sedimentation are major adverse factors affecting the productj_vity of 
these \·,raters. Dredr:;ing, alone; 1,.;ith current methods of spoil disposal 
have in the past, are presently, and port~end for the future, to be 
major destroye:rs of fish and i·:ildlife reso·u.rces in this area. 

Installation of the project in t:!:1e manner described in the public notice 
\'1ill aggravate tbe conditions that most need to be abated if productivit:t 
of the 1'exas Co~stal \·1e.ters is to be maint;c...ined. Overboard disposal o:' 
spoil \·ri.11 be highly detrinental. \le also believe that as an engineerinG: 
practice open t•:ater spoil disposal has proved undesirable as the dredged 
materials freauentl;::l vlas}Jbac1:: into the dus channels. It is a good v;ay 
to ensl11l'("e that mainf'tenc.nce dredcinc t·1ill soon be needed again. 

The Environner.tal Statement on Page 5 of the public notice starts •,.rith 
the prer!lise that the pro-posed t·rorl-:: \·.rill significar1tly benefit the 
economic and social well-beinG or the public. This is a biased approach. 
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. . ., 
· · ·P'ar''e :>. 

Col. Don S. I-JcC oy 
Galveston District Engineer 

The beneficial and adverse effects of the project, both tan~ible 
and intansible, should be thoroughly analized and clearly set forth 
so that those concered '.-1ith the project can determine for the:nselves 
its impact. Ho\·i \'1ill destruction of a resource that attracts vistors 
to the area be economic be~efit to those 1·1ho derive their livihood 
from tourism? Flo\·! i·Iill destruction of nursery and rearing Grounds, 
essential to neroetuation of the fisheries be of econooic benefit to 
the commerciai fisheries ir1dustry? 3"01:1 vrill the social •.·rell-beins 
of the people 1·1ho deryj.e a substantial part of their recreatio::-i fror:i 
fishing these ,,.,aters be benefitted? 

It is difficult to derive anything mea~insful from the last parabraph 
page 5 of the public notice. Ou_r understan.;:ling of the last sentencG 
is that modification in the proposed spoil C.isposo.l plan 1..rill be made 
only if there is no ad\rersc i~pact on navi:ation interests. ':!e re
coE;nize the importar:.ce of navir:;ation to oi__1r national and local ec:oncr::;v~ 
but cannot condone C.estruction of valuable natural resources to achie-..'e 
an equivocal benefit. 

The Roc1:port Conservation .4.ssociation is strongly opposed to the pro,~0c--: 
as TIO\·.' proposed. llll drcd2;ed cate:::-ial T:]ust be despose:l of in a ma:i::-ier 
that 'dill not jeopardize the nurser;·7, ree~rinc: e:;rounCs and har1.rest aree.:; 
so essen"cial to the sport o.11d co:::::.ercio.1 fisheries. ':.1e urge you to 
cooperate fully 1:.1ith State and Federal Fish 2nd ~·.1ildlife agencies to 
achieve this end. 

Very Truly Yours, 

ET/m 
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SWGCO•M 27 March 1975 

Mr. Ed Tengg 
President 
Rockport Conaervr.tion Association, Inc. 
P. o. nox 721 
Rockport, Texas 78382 

Dear ?-ir. Ten;g: 

This 1~ in reply to your letter o! 14 February 1975 addresetng Public 
Notic<" ilo. l\.i'w'-11-13. T.ie public notice acl.dresoed t:iB.intenance dredging 
of the Gulf lntr;!lcoastal Wutcrl>ay (tiain Channel) - San Antonio Bay to 
CorpuR C'hristi Day. 

lt iz: api-':lrt.;_;t Lr,··"'· yoi>r lettFr that you have not bad the opportunity to 
review the Draft Envirc•n.:::antal Statement for r..a!ntenance of the GIW'W'. A 
copy 1:-: tr..r:lr;;::ic--:1 for ~-nur in±:or-rnttion. \le are in the process of eompleti>l& 
the fi.1wl &ti:.t:e~nt nnd finalizir•g our c~rdination with the various agen
cies responsible for protection of fiah end wildlife resource1. 

Although the Corps of I:nginee't'B i.n charged p't'imarily with ma.intenance of 
navigation, we are alsc• oblir,a.ccd to tat-r.e 1!1.ll reasonable measures to re
duce edverae enviroc-~-.entci.l effects ths.t cculd reeult fro::i our project•. 
To thi11 e11d, \te 1:1doy~ r!'Con::men.dations ooc\e by the U. s. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the tZa.tional l!'l.rin;,: Firil1eries Service, and the Texa• Parks and 
Wildlife Deparcment to the t:Y.Zxin::um extent practicable. Special efforts 
are made to prot~ct v&lcable habitat BUch •• nuruery grounds. 

·we believe that the inclosed Envirocmantal Statement, Volume• l and 11, 
vill answer the questions contained in your letter. 

l Incl 
Aa stated 

Sincerely your•, 

E • D • Mc GllllEE 
Qiief, Construction
Operatlona Division 
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OFFICE11S 

• TEKIGG 
Pre1ident 

AN flElDS 
Vice Pres. &. Sec"y. 

W. COCHRAN 
Treo1urer 

Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. 
For 2J Years A .\'on·Profil Corporation I D1'1ECTC~S 

P. 0. Box 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 
CAPT. 8ROWN 

Whoopin11 Crone 

COL Wm. M. BROWr~ 
Ret. U.S.A.F. 

May 30, 1975 ANTOINE 'GRAYIB, ~.!:J 

W. E. HAYNES 

I!. L. IRWIN 

District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers, Galveston District 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

We are in receipt of r·!r. McGehee' s letter of 1-'.larch 27th 
enclosing a draft copy of the Environmental Impact 
Statement on r·iaintenance Dredging, GD•rd, Texas Sect-ion. 
We object to the project as no'.v proposed because of 
the unv1arranted environmental damages it would cause 
by destroying substantial areas of valuable aquatic 
habitat. 

Mr. McGehee's letter states that you have adopted re
commendatioYls made by the U .s. Fish and 1.'.1ildlife Ser
vice, The National ?l!arine Fisheries Service, and the 
Texas Parks and \·lildlifc Dept. to the maximum extent 
practicable. \•le have not read the material provided 
in its entirety, but have r.·evie·..,,•ed those portions 
where our greater interest lies. \·le are not _satisfied 
with the extent to which favorable consideration has 
been given to interests other than navigation. 

We have also had the opportunity to revie\-J a copy of 
Mr. Mc Gehee's letter of April 25th to Mr. w. o. Nelson, 
Regional Director, Alburuerque, IJew f'-lexico. This let
ter indicates you have rejected the most vital recom-
mendations of the fish and wildlife agencies. Your •· 
excuse seems to be that you have not made adeauate 
provision for spoil disposal at such sites and in 
such a manner that serious environmental damage would 
not occur. You would pass this responsibility off to 
others. We feel the onus is on the Corps. This is a 
Corps project including spoil disposal. 

The approach to fish and wildlife damages in The Dra~ 
environmental statement borders on offhand dismiss
al of important matters. No serious 
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OfflCEl!S 

TENGG 
President 

AN FIELDS 
\lite Pres. Z. Sec'y. 

W. COCHRAN 
Treasurer 

Rockport 
( 

Conservation Association, 
For 25 Years A ,\'on.fro fit Corporation ( 

Inc. 
DIRECTORS 

P. 0. Boll 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 
CAPT. BROWN 

Whooping Crone 

COL. Wm. Ill. BROYIN 

Rel. U.S.A.F. 
ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.O. 

W. E. HAYNES 

District Engineer 
May 30, 1975 

consj_deration is given to protecting these resources. 
The greatest effort is in devisins means of avoiding 
responsibility in this direction. The attitude ex
pressed in discussin~ adverse environr.:iental damages 
\-1hich Can."'lot: be avoided is anything but constructive. 
Segments subject to da1nage are sh2'.'1.1.geed off by des
cribing them as fractional perce11tages o.f total bay 
bottoms along the Texas coast. I v1onder \\1hat fraction 
of a p·3rcent 1Jf Texas mnrine ton.11ae;e is sorved by 
these same seg;:-1ents. I'm sure such a process of min
imization would be of fcnsive to you. 

The federal and state fish and \\•ildlife agencies have 
the expertise to prescribe specific measures to pro
tec:t these inter~sts. Tl1erefore \·re \Vill not attempt 
to revie'.·: t11ese rieeds .. Ho',.;ever, there is an e.rea of 
great concern on '<lhich \·!e \\'OUld co:n.i:ient. Chrerboard 
spoil disposal along the cut throu~h Red Fish I':>aY 
\voulcl cause great danac.:e to hiGh value nUI'sery area. 
If the spoil cannot be contained on high ground to 
the west or otherwise dis·posed of in a manner that 
would not damage Red Fish Bay, \l.'e believe the losses 
out\l:eigh any benefit that could be dervied from the 
channel. 

R. l. IRWIN 

It is understood that you have to follow the lai;.;s and 
statutes wherein you are directed, as your primary 
function in t}1is instance, to provide for navigation. 
You are also d.irected to give consideration to other 
matters in the national interest. We believe this means 
a deligent effort to protect and perpetuate these 
resources. 

Your Orders and Regulations and Engineer:i.ng Manual 
contain proceedural detail, but even within these 
guidelines much latitude still remains for the in
dividual to determine ho·,.,, much or how little will be 
d6ne in the matter of environmental protection. \Ve 
sincerely hope th~t instead of the pattern set in the 
draft enviroilE:lental statement you will make every ef
fort to do as little harm as possible in the pursuit 
of your navigation project. 

=· -453 
Very truly 0'1"\i' \] · 
Ed Tcngg .r&, vZ /.e-;,z~~t? 
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SWGCO-M 

Mr. Ed Tengg 
President 
Rockport Conservation Aa1ociatlon, Inc. 
r. o. Box 121 
B.ockport, Tex.aa 78382 

Dear Mr. Tengg: 

26 June 1975 

This ts to acknowledge receipt of your 30 May 1975 letter comnenting in 
general on the Draft Environmental Statement for 'Claintenacce of the Gulf 
Intrscoastal Wntcrway (GIWW) and on our letter of 25 April 1975 to the U. S. 
Fich end Wildlife Service concerning Public tlotice l!o. IWV-M-13, Maintenance 
_Dredr;ing, GI'ilol (!-:.Sin Channel) San Antonio Ray to Corpus Christi Bay. 

We regret that yct1r organization is not ea.tiafied ~fith the measures proposed 
to reduce adv~rRe environmental effectn on this project. The Corps hns ex
pended considerable effort coordinatin2 acceptable diaposal plnns with various 
fish ti.nd wildlife ogcncies. Numerous revisions J!nve been inC".orporated in the 
plans to rM.ka the project ea cnvircr~nlally acceptable as po!:sible: vithin 
reanon.sble conetery constr11int•. l em sure that ,.~.:-u recognize the difficL1lty 
in achieving total agreement in all ~atters liibeo coordinating diverse lnterenta. 

Much of our difficulty in coordinating an acceptable disposal plan on the GI"il 
stems from tl1e fact that until recently we did not have a sponsor for moat of 
thia project. Under the existing project authorization we tlo not have authority 
to expend Federal funde to sct;~ire additional or alternate diapoaal arena. As 
you are probnbly B~are, the laet see•ion of the Texas Legislature passed Senate 
Bill 472 authori%ing die State of Texas to sponsor the GlWW. Aa appropriations 
become available, we will work vith t.ha State for alternate diaposal are«s to 
enable ua to cea2e uae of those area• that are environmentally sensitive. How-
ever, in the interit11., ahould dredging be required, we muat continue to utilize 
tboae areaa we have used over the yeara. 

Inasmuch ae your letter recor-ntze• the expertise of the varioua Federal and 
State fish end vildlifa ~ncie•, pleaee be assured that we e.re: continuing to 
coordinate our mn.intenance program with tho•• egenci•• to make our navigation 
project• l!Ore compatible with the environment. Your letter will be placed in 
our permanent file end your view• and com:nente on thia matter are appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. D. McCEllEE 
Chief, Construction
Operationa D1v1eion 
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OFFICERS 

ED TENGG 
Pre1ldenl 

DEAN FIELDS 
Vice Pre•. & Sec"y. 

M. W. COCHRAN 
Treo1urer 

Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. 
For 25 }'ears A ,Vun·I'rC>fit Corporation 

P. 0. Box 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 

July 21, 1975 

Department of the Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Boiz: 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Attention: E. D. McGehee, Chief 
Construction O_perations Divisfuon 

Thank you for your letter of June 26, re
garding the Public l~otice No.r.'11:1-~~-'13 and 
my letter of Eay jO. It i'' hoped that the 
State \vill be able to provide spoil sites 
under the rec.ently e:iacte:d lcgj slat:i.on that 
will be less ir1ir.J.ical to the en-viron:nent. 

I am afraid all is not yet clear sailing. 
The provision of cilt-:e:.?n~i.t:~vc sp:iil sitr~s in 
providinr; funds und OTl ·Che o.:ct·i ve c0r1cern 
of the Corps and the State High·,.;ay Depri..rt
ment in '•IDl'~::j_ng t:o obtai11 tl1e desirec':.l{ 
sites. · 

If \·re can be of any assistance please 
contact us. 

ED/fj 
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DIRECTORS 

CAPT. BROWN 

Whooping Crone 

COL. Wm. M. BROWN 
Ret. U.S.A.F. 

ANTOINE GRAYl6, M.O. 

W. E. HAYNES 

R.. l. IRWIN 



SOUTHERN 1-1ETHODIST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW 

Col. Don S. McCoy, C. E. 
Department of the Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

February 7, 

RE: Public Notice I'\o. I\VW-l\1-13 

Dear Col. McCoy~ 

TJ1e aforementioned Public Notice advises that an area extending 
from San Antoni.a Bay to a point Southwest of Aransas Bay 111.ay be subject 
to dredging operations within the near future. The same notice advises 
that presently no Environmental Itnpact Staterrient has been con1posed or 
filed reguardi11g this area. Conseque11tly, the adverse effects of the 
dredging and disposal operations 011 \Vat.er quality, fish a11d an1bient 
wildlife carmoL truly ha·ve been fully evaluated. 

Therefore, before an 11emergency situation 11 devcloIJS I \Vould 
think it most propitious to evaluate the area to make a coinprehensive 
determination of any possible adverse effects. Specifically, evaluations 
should be made regarding: 

1. The impact of the project upon the i1atural physical environne nt 
and upon damage to the stream botton1; 

2. The loss of habitat to ambient floral, fauna, recreational, and 
concomitant ecological loss; 

3. The vegetation loss which functions as a primary habitat for 
holding sedentary species within the region, and finally; 

4. As the subject area contrasts with surrounding land types it may 
be viewed as a separate ecosystem. Hence it too must be con
sidered as it would be sevcrly disrupted and permanently altered 
by the project. Therefore, a more through evaluation of this 
aspect should be made before proceeding. 

Consequently, a public notice concerning the relative environne ntal 
effects of this project should be scheduled. As an 11emergency 11 may develop 
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within the immediate schedule please initiate this as quickly as 
possible. 

JR:ef 

Thank you for giving this matter your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

(). (J?ecldlt__ , 
if. Rochelle 
Student 
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IWC0-11 

Kr • .J. Rochalle 
Southern llethodi•t Un1vera1ty 
&aviS"Onmental I.av Clinic 
School of X.... 
Dallaa, !rexas 75275 

' Dear Kr. l.ochelle • 

-- - ----------

FEB 2 5 1975 

lleceipt is c.Cltnowleds4d of your letter dated 7 February 1975 pertaini.n.1 
-to ~llhlic liotiee lio. )7.,,";J-l~-13 • .d.a.t-r.J 21 Ja..--ul\ry 1975, conc.:trnin~ main
tenanc.a clreU:::in~ Of the Gulf IntT...-.enz.at.al \.!atarrusy (lt.a1n Channel) from 
S.:n Antouio I>.ey to Co~··~ C.hri•ti Say. 

Y~ l•tter u0;t~ that on I:nv1r0"!!.T.eatal h?S:Ct Btateeent baw not be~n 
CD::!'?o-.:.;4 or filoJ. rc~:'!:rCir:,1 tilll rc.c:cli of e.he fl";.llf ln:racoa.:Jtal t..·.i:~_.e_~ 
(CI:::;.!)., '!'}.!.~ ie 1.u encr cs t.he r;::.:~ 1 ic notice &lU..tcs a Dr!ift r.:nvirc~~t.e.l 
St!'tc~nt b:t'9. :jc--f!'l\ p&c~·,a:::-~d nnd t.-'!:'!l i!.lc.J v.lt:.h tr.2 Conneil on. i:.nvirt."':7.!.:s.nt.41 
Q>.!~litf C':l 3C O.::.tob-er l~;.:.,, c..,_~~..:nt~ Mve luettn xoee:ived i;:;n t.0. DT~it :.:-:-i....-,1-ro1l
~ot.al Eb!:te::::.."2-nt and th~ SL'"\-21 :C:::rvir.:.~iWCltal St~t.eoaant i.e bo:ing CC?"~;ils;.t.(1;:1. 

Wa anticipaca bavin~ t.hd ltinal Envirc.miantal Statement filf.Sd with c.:.q in 
t.bo late ppring or early cam.'!Dl!r of l'J7S. 

Current hyd.o'.{1:<q>bl.G •tt<V<Jyo ·- 110 exiating Gboel• in th1e ... ..,i. of the 
chmmel. lJi:tlcs» •tor"l.:s or h1!';.h vatQ.r con:.iitior"' accalerai:ta Abo.alb~, "* 
clo not cnticipat41 clrodging thU nar.ll of the CI::W c!llrins celeadar year 1975. 

W. -ld ab• til:e to rafer ,.oe to 33 c.r .ll. 20'J.l4S, pcl>U~heil iD tbo 
loiicral lc!,ietar en 22 J:ily 1974 11 t:}deb ~•ucribi:ts the poliei.H., ?f"&eticaa 
and procaciurc.9 to b• follO'..m.d by all Corps of 2~iueera Wtalt.tio-u U 
cctr.nec:t:ion vi.th review of i'edar.al p-rojecc. lli-.J.c.a im.-oClva L'7a tiiapoz.cl of 
drc-l:ed nzat.e:r1"1. In t.ha: re-r,alatlon. 1Mt aro rei:;:uired t:o iea:ua a ~lie 
ao-t.1ce, ~ .n.n,:Znviron::nent.al ko;:e~amut, .end prepara a Staterwnt of 
l'iudin~.. ~ Bmri~ntal Asoos~nt a'!t:tltatea the four apecifiea you 
outlined end the procedure• end ()Olf..ciea outlined in 33 C.I' .ll .. :c9.1A.S 
~ Nlns foll :>ved. iboM decacanta, as well u e=mwnta received from 
the J>Ublic notiee, are forwarded to t;a Environmnt•l hotac.tioa Ageac:y 
for nviev 11114 c!ie--1 araa claignat1o11. 
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S\11"\CO-M 
Mr • .J. l'oehelle 

Your letter concluded by ut.ating a pulilic notice concerning the relative 
em'ir:-nme:nta.l ef:ect• of tli:Lc proj!clct pbould be eel~OO.uled. 'Ih'a referenced 
public notir.e va.a 1.s•ued ao prescribed by the rezulation. kJe c!o not aea 
any need or be.nef!t• to be r!i:?rive4 by tho :l.aauanco r.:Jf a •econd Public 
Notice. 

Sincerely youra, 

DOll S. tlct07-. ...._ --~• 
COLO:l~L, CE _ 
DISTRICT El!GINEER 
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MAYOR CITY MANAO!:R 

CITY CDUNC!L. CITY SECRETARY 

Rn'. HA .. OLD T. B .... NC>+ 

llllCA .. 00 <>ONU.Lll'.Z 

THO,..,AS V. <>ONZALll'.15 

<IAB£ LOZ .. NC, llA. 

February 10, 1975 
CITY OFFICES 

302 •OUTH B><O .. [LINE 

PCllT c~~•Cc BOX 9~?? 

PHONll'. [$!2} BB•·~"" 

ZIP COOi: 71WO& 
... HOWARD BTAOll< 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
A'ITN: Si-lGCO-M 
P. o. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Re: Public Notice J~o. I\.r~'-M-13 dated January 21, 1975 

Dear Sir: 

The City of Cor_pus Christi has revie· .. •ed the proposed maintenance 
dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal 1i~1s.terv;ay (M::o.in Channel) from San 
Al1tonio Bs.y to Corpus C:b..risti Bs.y and offers no objection to the 
proposed project. 

The Intracoastal Waterway is vital to the City of Corpus Christi 
and its maintenance is essential to this City's economic potential. 
We look forward to seeing the project completed. 

RMT/dz 

R. Marvin Townsend 
City :t>fanager 
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SWGCO-M 19 Peb~ 1975 

Mr. 11., Marvin TOfmlloDd 
City !~-maser 
City of Corpus 01ri1ti 
302 South Sh~elino 
l', 0. So:< 9277 
Corpus Chrlstl, Texu 78403 

Dear Mr. T.,.,,.endr 

JJ.eceirt ia ack:novle.d,.ed of ~tr lettu ee.acerni~ Public ?lt?tf.ce Bo. 
n;"J-l4-13. !ate~: 21 J, n·.1.ary 19"13. C<!ncernit''!f: r.ailii:en5.!l!:e dre~~iri{': of 
the Gulf l'ntrFJca~ta.l \iate~;r:Jy ():iain C.h.;infl2l) frot1 t;.Bll Antonio Boy 
to Corr-' ChrUtJ. Bey. 

Sic=ely yo=a, 

, i:. n. l'>eGl!lml 
Cb.le£, Construettioa

, Opsrat1.,.,. IJivlti:lori . 
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REALTOR·!> IRWIN INDUSTRIES, INC. 
~~~~~~~~ 

GENERAL CONTR.A.CTIN!3 .-PAL"'I HARBOR HOMES & LOTS· PALM H.t.RBIJR TRAVEL PA"'K •BOAT BARNS 

PALM HARBOR SUBDIVISION 

P. O. BOX 1286 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 

PHONE 729-2731 
729-5699 

Department Of' The Army 
Cor1)s of' Engineers, Galveston District 
P.O.Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Re: Public Notice No. IW\{-}1-1 J 

Dear Sirs: 

}1arch 4, 1975 

As an interested party in the preservation of' marine and 
migrator)" 'h'ildlif'e in Redf'ish Ba)• located south of Rockport, 
I wish to off'er assistance in the proposed maintance dredging 
of' the Gulf' Intracoastal \\'ater\·>a)·. 

I can provide the Corps of En[jinecrs v;i th dry land disposal 
areas,tC-iat could replace of'f'sl~ore disposal sites No.147, 148, 
149,and150. The spoil fron1 tl1ese sites can be placed on sl1orE> 
on rn)' property i-:>aralle1inp; the Intracoastal \·.'ater1'.·a:r• The ru11off' 
:from t11ese disposal areas can be controlled wi t11 a n1inimttm 
amount of leveling. Any site preparation needed would be done 
by tI-1e O\mer at no ex1-:>ence to the Corps. 

Please consider these disposal sites as a alternative to further 
filling up Red~ish Bay. The suggested on shore sites are available 
f'or your inspection and study. Please feel f'ree to call upon n1e 
for any further information. 

Sincerely: .-; L 
'} /I . / . . 

' -~ / ..r--... ,,,._ . 
!...- I·~ . -:..__,.,,.,·,-z...-------. ,,,.,;--"·/ 
Raulie L. Ir\vin Jr. 1_/ 
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SWGCO-H 

Hr. Raulie L. Irvin, .Jr. 
Irwin Induatric•, Inc. 
Palm Harbor Subdivision 
P. O. Box 1286 
i.~lcport, Ta.:.aa 78332 

Dear Hr. Ir-rin: 

12 March l97S 

Rdceipt ta acknowledged of your letter con:.::::rntop: Pub'.1c Notice .tlo. r.lW-
11~13, dated 21 January 1975, p~rta:!.ning to tt1a mai.ntenance J.redging of 
the Gulf Intra.coastal Uatervcy. 

\-1e are requftsting our Ccrpu& 01rir:ti A:rea. Eu·.inf!'Gr to make a aite 
lnvestigatiou of tho altcn~...at.:!l ..'.:i.-·!'D!la.0:. ei::~&. Y'-'U h.:.ve o,:"f1:;;rcd. 

Than.le you for your intereet in this ~r~a. 

Sincerely youra, 

E. D. McC'~ 
Chief, Constructton
Op•rationa Diviaion 
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SWGCO-M 

Mr. Raulie L. Irvin, 3r. 
Irwin Indu5tries, Inc.. 
P. o. !lox 1286 
l.ockport, Texas 78382 

Dear Mr. Irwin: 

22 April 1975 

• 

Thie le in reply to your 5 March 1915 letter and confiros eubaequent 
diacusaions by 11r. W. A.. Gky .. Eagle, .Jr., concerning your offer of land• 
for disposal of maintenance materials dredged from the Gulf Iutraconstal 
Waterway. 

Pursuant to Mr. Sky-Eagle' a meeting vith you, we find that your properties 
are located e=.jacent to a reach of t!-1e main channi!l (approximate CIW tale 
525.9 to Mile 528.8) ""hich has rt:?quired tt.nintcn~rtce only one time since 
the origin.~l Credging ~•• perfonr.cd in 1959. The trutintenance dredging waa 
performed 11.1 a result of shoals created by ''Hurricane Carla" in 1961. 
Since the noI"tM.l shoaling rate 1• t.tl.nimal and a dredging frequency bas not 
been firmly eetabliuhed for thi• channel re.sch, we have not scheduled mainte
nance and therefore do not foreeee an ia:z:adiate need for the u•e of your 
propertiee. 

In the event that an erratic shoaling pattern 11hould develop however, the 
need to uaa your land• will become apparent. Accordingly and in order to 
eliminate possible future delay•, we pl.au to uark--up plnna ehovi"ng your 
properti•• and coordinate the use uf your lend• vit.h tha vari.oue fish and 
vildlife end envircm:;eatal protection agencies prior to initi.ating any 
acqui•1tiona for dredge diapoeal righta from you. Aa you may know, the uae 
of any land• for dredge di•po•al operation• must be enviroru:aentally accept .. 
able and approved for u...se pursuant to varioua Federal dredging regulation• 
and lav•. 

OD.ce ve have acquired the approval of the varioue enviroumentaliat, ve will 
know which areas to reque•t the project aponsor, the City of Aran••• Paa1, 
to obtain from you for pipeline route•. flovase easement.a and/ur disposal 
Tights. 
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SWGCO-M 22 April 1975 
Mr. Itaul1e L. lntin, Jr. 

Thank you for the offer of your land9 and should there be a need for 
furtt1er uaist.ance in this matter, ple.11.ne do not beaitate to inquire. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. D. McGEHEE 
Chief, Construction
Operatioo.s Diviaion 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 14 

TRIBUTARY CHANNEL TO ARANSAS PASS 

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal action is 
continued periodic maintenance dredging of the Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass. The federally authorized project 
includes the Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass, the 
turning basin and connecting channel,and Conn Brown Harbor. 
Improvements to the existing project involve deepening 
the waterway from 12 feet to 14 feet below Mean Low Tide 
(Corps of Engineers datum) and widening the tributary 
channel, mile 3.5 to mile 4.6, from 125 feet to 175 feet. 
The tributary channel is 6.1 miles long; the Aransas Pass 
Turning Basin, 300 feet wide by 2,200 feet long; and Conn 
Brown Harbor, 300 feet wide by 1,000 feet long, Mainte
nance of the existing project and the improved project 
are also included. Currently 7 the channel requires main
tenance dredging once every five years with an annual 
shoaling rate of approximately 55,000 cubic yards. Main
tenance dredging is performed by hydraulic pipeline dredge 
with dredged ~~terials disposed of in land disposal 
areas. The disposal areas for this channel are numbered 
1 through 6 and are shown on the figure in the attached 
public notice. The next maintenance dredging of the 
Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass has not been scheduled. 
The proposed action will comply with Federal dredging 
regulations 33 CFR 209.145 and Discharge of Dredge or 
Fill Material (40 CFR 230), 

2. NEED FOR ACTION, Periodic maintenance is required 
to prevent shoaling from halting or restricting navigation 
on the channel. Benefits of continued maintenance dredg
ing of the channel are derived almost entirely from commer
cial navigation, including inland waterway barge tows and 
service vessels. In 1974 over 16. 6 thousand tons of 
cargo were carried over the waterway. The principal 
commodities were basic chemicals, basic chemical products, 
and marine shells. The economy of the project area is 
heavily dependent upon continued use of low cost water
borne transportation. 

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, 

471 



3.01 The project channel traverses high quality fish and 
wildlife habitat. The bay waters are relatively clear 
and support large beds of shoalgrass, turtlegrass, and 
associated flora. They provide brackish-water habitat for 
spotted seatrout, red drum, black drum, sheepshead, 
flounder, croaker, bay anchovy, menhaden, shrimp, and 
blue crab. Oyster reefs occur in the area and are produc
tive in years of abundant rainfall. Sport and corrmercial 
fishing is intensive in the project area. 

3.02 The tidal flats are sparsely vegetated with patches 
of glasswort, saltgrass, and saltflat grass. Disposal 
islands also may be vegetated, but many have a barren 
surface of sand and shell. There are a few tidal marshes 
fringing the barrier islands and the shores of the bays. 
Needlerush and cordgrass are common here. The flats and 
marshes and the shallower portions of the bays are important 
~s breeding and nursery habitat for fishes and crustceans. 

3.03 Many species of shore and wading birds inhabit the 
project area. Herons, egrets, pelicans, ibises, cranes, 
and the roseate spoonbill ur.e the area for resting, feed
ing, and nesting. Endangered species known to range in the 
area include Florida manatee, right whale, sperm whale, 
blue whale, finback whale, southern bald eagle, brown 
pelican, whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, Arctic peregrine 
falcon, American peregrine falcon, American alligator, 
Atlantic ridley, hawksbill turtle, and leatherback 
turtle. The world's only population of wild whooping 
cranes winters on the nearby Aransas National Wildlife 
Refuge and disposal islands. These birds are of great 
economic importance to this coastal area by virtue of 
the tourism which they engender. Their aesthetic value 
istcon~idered priceless by many people. 

3.04 Two bird sanctuaries administered by the National 
Audubon Society located in the project area are the Second 
Chain of Islands in Ayres Bay and Harbor Island southwest 
of the Lydia Ann Channel. 

3.05 Waterfowl are seasonally abundant. Important species 
include the redhead, pintail, widgeon, scaup, teal, shove
ler, baldpate, and canvasb~ck duck and Can~da, snow 
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and blue geese. Large numbers of redheads and pintails 
feed on the submerged grass beds. The mottled duck, a 
resident species, is known to nest on densely vegetated 
islands in the bays adjoining and south of the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge. The numerous duck blinds which 
dot the bays and flats are evidence of the intensive 
htm.ting which the area receives. 

4. ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 Maintenance dredging of this reach of the Channel 
to Aransas Pass will have an adverse effect on the natural 
environment. The significance of these effects will vary 
according to location of disposal areas, disposal practices, 
type of bottom material being dredged, and quantity of 
similar surrounding habitat. 

4.02 Dredging. The removal of shoal materials accumu
lated in the channel and basin will disturb or remove 
swimming and benthic organisms. How~ver, because of 
pollutants found in some sediments, instability of the 
sediments, and frequency of maintenance dredging, it is 
expected that populations of bottom dwelling organisms 
are low in the channel bottom. Other detrimental effects 
of dredging include turbidity caused by the action of 
the cutterhead assembly, resuspension of pollutants in 
that turbid area, and destruction of any fish or crusta
ceans caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipeline 
by the pump. These effects are limited to an area 
immediately surrounding the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 Normally, maintenance dredging does not destroy any 
submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths pre
clude development of vegetation because of reduced sunlight 
penetration, and the soft materials constantly accumulating 
on the channel botto~ prevent oysters from developing. 
Dredging usually has little effect on motile marine 
species, as they are able to avoid the dredge. 

4.04 Disposal. The most significant adverse environ
mental effects are associated with disposal methods rather 
than dredging. Disposal practices along this reach are 
restricted to land disposal. 
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4.05 Land Disposal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetation; loss of fo1·aging, feeding,- nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, mammals, and reptiles; temporary 
reduction of air quality in the irmneidate vicinity; and 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposa 1 area. 

4.06 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged 
materials, most of the vegetation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly where containment levees are used. This loss 
of vegetation forces birds, mammals, and reptiles to leave 
the area tmtil the vegetation recovers. Recovery of the 
vegetation usually begins within 6 months to a year. 
Considering the very small relative size of the total 
area used for disposal when compared to the thousands 
of square miles of similar habitat in the surrounding 
coastal area, it is doubted that such effects are signifi
cartt. 

4.07 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a 
result of the release of odor~. These odors are caused 
by the decay of organic materials that had collected on 
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation in the disposal 
area. If necessary, these odors can be controlled by 
chemically treating with a proprietary product containing 
essential oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.08 The primary significant long-term adverse environ
mental effect that results from land disposal of mainte
nance dredged materials is the suppression of productivity 
in the disposal areas. Because of repeated disposal of 
materials, the vegetation is not in a constant state of 
maximum productivity. Maximum productivity occurs only 
between the time of full recovery and the next deposition 
of sediments. Where a disposal area is used for the 
first time, the vegetation will normally change to a lower 
quality type. This may permanently lower the productivity 
of an area. For this channel reach, changes in vegetation 
type will be minimal, since the areas to be used for 
disposal have been used previously, and the changes have 
already occurred. 
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4.09 Disposal of dredged materials in marshes is signi
ficantly detrimental to the ecology of the surrounding 
bay systems. Such disposal has the effect of converting 
the highly productive marsh area to a high ground area 
with a corresponding change in types of vegetation. 
Marshes are highly productive, often contributing as much 
s.s ten tons of organic matter per acre to the bay systems 
every year. Because of the high value placed on marsh 
lands as primary food source areas, dredging practices 
have been changed to avoid disposal in marsh areas 
wherever practicable. 

5. ALTERNATIVES. All apparent alternative methods have 
been investigated in sufficient detail to determine their 
viability. Consideration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social well-being of the area, state, 
and nation, as well as the effects on the natural environ
ment of the project area. The ''no action'' alternative has 
been considered, as well as alternate methods of disposal. 
Investigation has indicated that, of all the alternatives 
examined, the only environmentally and economically 
feasible plan at this time is continued maintenance 
dredging and disposal in the manner and locations as 
described in the public notice with the recommended 
changes described in Section 6 of this surrrrnary. 

6. RESPONSES TO THE PUBLIC NOTICE. A public notice was 
issued 21 October 1974. The notice has been made avail
able to all interested Federal and State agencies and all 
known interested parties. This notice addressed new work 
and subsequent maintenance as well as continued maintenance 
of the existing project. Four responses to the public 
notice have been received. Exxon Pipeline Company 
suggested a conference be held with representatives of the 
Corps of Engineers to discuss the Galveston District's 
intended use of disposal area No. 2. A meeting was held 
and additional infomation concerning disposal area No. 2 
was requested by Exxon Pipeline. The Corps of Engineers 
has furnished all requested information available. The 
matter was resolved following a second conference between 
representatives of the Corps of Engineers and Exxon Pipe
line. The Texas Highway Department requested information 
on the method of transporting dredged material to disposal 
areas Nos. 3 and 4 and olans for handling highway traffic 
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on State Highwav 361. The Galveston District has fur
nished all requested information to the Texas Highway 
Department. Responses from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USF.SWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) recommended that disposal area No. 3 be confined 
to the 40 ac:re tract nearest Texas Highway 361 and that 
all effluent drain into the channel paralleling the high
way. When the channel is improved, disposal area No. 3 
will be leveed with a spill,vay on the side adjacent to the 
highway borrow ditch. This disposal area will be enlarged 
in the future, as needed, to contain the material removed 
during maintenance dredging operations. The USF&WS and 
NMFS also rcco!!'.mended that dredge material be confined 
by lev.._es in disposal area No. 4 at or above the ?-1ean 
High Tide line to mitigate adverse effects on oyster 
beds or tidal marsh. This recommendation will be complied 
with. M.1intenance of levees and drainage structures 
prior to ar1d during dredging operations, as recommended 
b)~ USF&-JS, is routinely accomplished. As recommended 
by h~WS, plans and specifications will be furnished to 
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies prior to 
issL1ance of contracts for dredging. 

7. ENVffiONHENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY APPROVAL. In a letter 
dated 3 July 1975, E?A approved the dredging and dredged 
material disposal plan (under 33 CFR 209.145) for one 
year provided disposal areas are leveed prior to their 
next use. Long term approval was deferred until an 
Environ~ental Statement has been filed with the Council 
on Environmental Quality. 
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SWGCO-M 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
GALVESTON DISTRICT. CORPS 01'" ENGINEER• 

P.O. llOX 1229 
GALVl:llTON, TEXAS 778150 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-6 

NEW WORK AND MAINTENANCE DREDGING 

21 October 1974 

GULF INTRACOASTAL WATER\...'AY - TRIBUTARY CHANht:L TO ARANSAS PASS 

This public notice is issued in accordance with provisions of established 
Federal regulations, Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning tl1e policy, practice 
and procedures to be followed by the Corps of Engineers in connection 
with the disposal of dredged material in navigable waters or the trans
portation of dredged material for the purpose of depositing it in ocean 
waters associated with Federal projects. 

This notice is being distributed to all interested State and Federal agencies 
and known interested persons in order to assist in developing facts and 
recommendations concerning the proposed continuation of maintenance dredging 
activities. Comments must be submitted to the District Engineer at the 

·,above address on or before 20 Nover.iber 1974. Laws under which the proposed 
dredging is to be reviewed: 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Coastal Zone t:anager.ient Act of 1972 
National Enviro:unental Policy Act of 1969 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 
Migratory }!arine Ga:;te-Fish Act 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

PROJECT: Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 8 Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass. 

PROJECT LOCATION: Near Aransas Pass, Texas in Nueces and Aransas Counties, 
Texas. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Federally authorized project includes the Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass, the Turning Basin and connecting channel and Conn 
Brown Harbor. Improvements to the existing project involve deepening the water
way from 12 feet to 14 feet below !-1ean Low Tide (Corps of Engineers datur.i) anC 
widening the Trib:.itary Channel, ::ile 3.5 to :-'.ile 4.6, from 125 feet to 175 feet, 
The Tributary Channel is 6.1 miles long; the Aransas Pass Turning Basin, 300 feet 
wide by 2,200 feet long; and Conn Brown Harbor, 300 feet vide by 2,200 feet long. 
:t-:aintenance of the existing project and the improved project are also includeC. 

DISPOSAL AREAS: The City of Aransas Pass, the sponsoring agency, is responsible 
for furnishing the necessary rights-of·way, easements, and lands required for 
improving and maintaining the project. The project utilizes six disposal 
areas (see drawing). 
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SWGCO-}l 21 uctnber 1974 

Disposal Area No, 1 is an existin~ land dispnsnl nrca locat~~ n~rtheast of 
the Aransas Pass CLan!1el ar.C i,.:est of Lyriia Ann Channel on 1-i.:rlior Island. 
Toe levees will be constr·.1cted', when the site is useC in ti:f' futut-e, ::o 
prevent flow of materi.-il~ into adjacc:1t .Jr neorby n<'.rshes, 

Disposal Are11 !~o. 2 is locatec:'. southi..•est of thf' /.rcinsas Pass Ch,'lnnel in an 
upland marsh are.::i. on 1-id~b:ir :sli::nd. Existin.r_; tnc levees will be refi.:rbished, 
when the site is used in the- i...:ture, to confine the excav<J.ted rr.nterials. 

Disposal Area No. 3 ·is lacate:d south\.Jcst nf the Aransas f.1ss Channel :"}fl 

emergent land between South Harbor Island and Stedman Islilnd. Levees "'•ill 
be constructec!, when the site is used in the future, to confine the excavated 
materials. 

Disposal Area No. 4 is loca:('C south1Jest of the ,\rarisns Pass Cha.n:"lel on 
Stedman Island. Levees · .. :ill be construc.ted on three sides to ?revent flow 
of deposited materials 2~.c €'.f'.Juent ,,,.ater onta a n0ar::iy roaC, petroleum 
storage facilities which are located on the north, csst .1nC south sides 
and into Rcdfish Bay. l'.::;tc:-ial ·,·ill he a~]C'l\·H·C to fl:J•,..• int.1 an existing 
borrow area and onto the flats .-ind rn<irsh c;10a on tio.e \Jest side of the islanc:!.. 

Disposal Area No, 5 is l:::iccter.'. north of Ar2nsas Pass a.:d east of the GI\!'..J 
cut-off c!'iannel '.Jn ;,n i!=l,1r:.C in i{edfish Bay. Existint; levees v.·ill be 
refurbishec:!., when the site i" use-.! in the future, to confinl: the excavated 
materials, 

Disposal Area !\'.J, t is loc2ted e&st of thf' Turning Basin on land between the 
Turning Basin and the Gr.,1-.·. !his disposnl area is to be used one tir:1e 
only when impro,:ing the pro~ect. Lf'vees wi11 be constructed to confine 
the excavated m~terials. 

COMPOSITION A!'."D QllANTITY OF !·:AERIALS: }!atcrials to be excavated in 
improving and maintaining t'ne project consist of clays, silts, sands 
and shell fragments. Fi\·e hundred sixty-nine thousand cubic yards are ta 
be excavated to improve ~!':e. f.'Y:Jject. Shoal ins in the ch2nnel is a result 
of tidal action and wind d:·iven currents in Redfisl~ Bay, The past shoaling 
rate of the project v.·as app:--oximately 15,000 cubic yards annually. 

METHOD OF DREDGI!';G: The enti:-e ,\ransas Pass c:-i<1:i::cl '..'ill be cicepened to 
14 feet ar.d wi<!ened to 175 :"ee".: :ietweeri ?-lile 3.5 t;:; l·lile i..,6 l:;y cor.tract 
pipeline dredge. The overburdtn shoal ttnd virgin naterials wili be 
deposited in Disposal Are2s r~::i!'. 1-5. 

The Aransas Pass Turning B::.sin, connecting ch<innel to Conn Bro...:;-i Harbor, 
and Conn Brov.'Tl Harbor will also be deepened to 14 feet by contract 
pipeline dredge. The exc2vate-:: ave.-burdcn sh:::ial and virbin materials 
will be deposited in Disp~sal Area ~o. 6. 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-6 21 October 1974 

Future maintenance requirements will be performed by contract pipeline 
dredge and shoal materials will be placed in Disposal Areas Nos. 1 - 5. 
Previous dredging frequencies have been about every 36 months. 

PROPERTIES ADJP.CE?-l'T TO DISPOSAL AREAS: Disposal Area No. 1 is bound 
by the Aransas Pass Channel on the south, Lydia Ann Channel on the 
east and marsh, grass and tidal flats on the north and west. 

Disposal Area No, 2 
east, Texas Highway 
south. 

is bound by Aransas 
361 on the west, and 

Pass Channel 
an Exxon oil 

., . 

on the n0rth 
tank farm on 

and 
the 

Disposal Area No. 3 is bound by tidal flats on the north, west and south 
and a private channel on the east. 

Disposal f..rea No, 6. is bound by Red fish Bay on the east, south and west 
and Texas Highw<ly 361 on the north. 

Disposal Area No. 5 is bound by Redfish Bay on the east and north, GIWW 
on the -..•est, and Aransas Pass Channel on the south. 

Disposal Area No. 6 is bound by the Ara~sas Pass Turning Ba~in on the 
west, the Aransas Pa5s Channel on the south, GIWW on the east, and 
connncrcial areas on the north, 

DREDGING BY OTHERS: There has been no significant dredging by others 
recently. Non-Federal dredging activities are regulated by the 
Department of the Arwy permit program. 

DESIGNATION OF DISPOSAL SITES: The proposed disposal sites have not been 
previously designated by the Administrator, Envirorunental Protection 
Agency (EPA), However, the use of these sites has been previously 
coordinated with EPA for disposal of materials from channel ir..provements 
and subsequent maintenance dredging. 

COORDINATION: The following is a list of Federal, State and local agencies 
with whom these activities are being coardinated. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Region VI Environmental Protection Agency 
U. S. Departrr.ent of Corrtnerce 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depertment 
Texas Historical Cor.imission 
Nueces Count} Navigation District No. 1 
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SWGCO-}; PUBLIC NOTICE NO. lWW-~\-6 

Aransas County Navigation District No. 1 
C:::mtmissinners' Court of Aransas County, Texas 
Commissioners' Court of S~n Patricio County, T~xas 
CD':mlissioners' Court of Kueces Cciunty, Texas 
City of Aransas Pass, Texas 

21 Uctoher 1974 

ENVIROS~".E~TAL STATE!~ENT: A Finnl Environr.i('ntal State~ent on the channel 
improvements was filed with the Cciuncil on Environ~ental Qu;ility on 
28 ~lay 1974. Copies of the st;:;tement may be purchased from U. S. 
Dcpartncnt of Commerce, Naticinal Technical lnforrr:ation Service, 
Springfield, Virginia 22151. A.i En...,:ironr:~cntal Statement for r..nint:~nance 

dredging ::if the Gulf lntracoastal lJ;;ter1,·a~· and Tributary Channels 
(Texas Section) will be prepared nnd will incluCe the Channel to Aransas 
Pass. The statement is sch(•duled to he pl<icccl on file \..'ith C"!uncil on 
En·viron.~ental Quality in the fall of 1975 e..fter having been c:1orc!inated 
with the above mentioned 3gencies. 

Any person who has at1 interest ... :hich rr,ay be a:fected by the Cisposnl of 
this dredged material mAy reqiiest a public hearing. The renuest ~ust be 
subrr,itted in writing t::-: the District Enr,inecr ""'ithin ](; davs of the date 
of this notice and must clcarlv set forti· ttc intcreE~ which nav be 
affected and the r..anner in which the in::erest m2y be affecteC ~y this 
activity. 

Designation of the ?reposed dis;•osal pla11 for ~~edge~ material associated 
with this Federal project shall he m2de tl1rough tlic application of 
guidelines pr::rr..ulgateC. by thC" Ar!r:iinist!'<ltnr EP;. in canjunctian with the 
Secretary of the Ar::iy. If thE-sc gllidPlines c.ilone prohibit the designation 
of this prop;,sed disi)osal plan, any potential ir.,pairn:ent of the r.-.ait1tenance 
of n;:ivige.ti::in, including any econc-r:Iic impact on navizati::-n end anchorage 
which would r£sult fro~ the fai1ure to use t~is disposal plan, '"ill 
also be considered. 

COi'tMEKTS: Persons desiring to ex:iress their '\'iews 01· pro\-·ide information 
to be consid~red in e':al:.iation of the ir:-:pact of the ir:·yr:i\·er:-.ent a1~d the 
continued r:\aintenance dredging in this project are requesteC to mail their 
comments to: 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps ;,f Engineers 
ATTN: S\..'GCO-l< 
P. O. B::ix l229 
GAlvest::in, Texas 77550 

with specific reference tc• Public Notice t~o. l\.f<,•-~.-r) dated 2~ October 1<::174. 

1 Incl DOK s. ?-;ccOY 
Dwg, Oct 74 Colonel, CE ---~ 

District Engineer 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE_~=-
r--•cr'" -; •-• ..,...,,'"'"',-·~- ·-·.,..----.""',........,....,.··. - .·- •.-_~ ... :
...___ •• ••n E"-..,_,~--"~•"'"-·-•- --~- _,,. "-··~o-· ..:!! 

POST OFFICE BOX 1306 
ALBUQUER~E, NEW MEXICO 67103 

Noverrbe r 20, 1974 

District Engineer 
Attn: S\~GCO-M 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Armt 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

By Public Notice No. IWW-M-6, dated October 21, 1974, the U.S. 
Fish an<l Wildlife Service \;1as notified of the Corps of Engineers' 
plans for spoil disposal during nevi 'dork and maintenance dredging 
of the Gulf lntracoastal Waterway - Tributary Channel to Aransas 
Pass, Nueces County, Texas. 

RB 

The fol lowing com:i1ents have been coordinated vii th the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depa1·tr.lent and the National M.arine Fisheries Service: 

The six disposal areas indicated on the dra• .. 1ing acco1"1panying the 
pub] ic notice \·1ere developed for new \'/Ork on the channel with the 
assistance of the Service during a planning conference held on 
August 26, 1971. At this conference it was determined that spoil 
would be placed on the north side of the channel betv1een Stations 
16+00 and 50+00 (Disposal Area No. 1), 290+00 and 309-1-00 (Disposal 
Area No. 5), and betv.reen the GIWW and the Aransas Pass Turning 
Basin (Disposal Area No. 6). Spoil also v1ould be placed south of 
the channel between Stat ions 50+00 and 80+o0 (Disposal Area No. 2), 
140+00 and 158+DO (Disposal Area fJo. 3), and on Stedman Is land 
(Disposal Area No. 4). At that conference it was determined that 
Area No. 3 would occupy about 40 acres adjacent to the channel. 

Spoil disposal operations at Area No. 3 should be restricted to 
the errergent 40-acre tract located adjacent to the channel to avoid 
further encroachment onto surrounding marsh, grass, and tidal flats. 
This area should be ring-leveed and •...rater returned to drainage 
ditches paralleling State Highway No. 361 by rreans of a control 
weir. 

CONSERVE 
.AMERICA'S 

ENERGY 
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Particular care also should be given to the placement and adequacy 
of levees at Disposal Area No. 4. Spoil should be confined to 
Stedman Island and borrow areas adjacent to State Highway No. 361 
to maintain the viability of a live productive oyster reef on the 
southeast side of the island and a tidal marsh on the southwest side 
of the island. ln addition, all disposal areas should have levees 
either constructed or refurbished" prior to discharge of any spoil 
materials and drainage of these areas should be directed towards 
borrow ditches paralleling State Highway No. 361. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service report of October 11, 1974, on 
maintenance dredging of the GIW'W between San Antonio Bay and Corpus 
Christi Bay, which included the Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass, 
wi 11 be revised to reflect th~ above provi s i ans. 

The opportunity to comment on the spoil disposal aspects of this 
\, project is appreciated. 

Sincerely you rs, 

2n 
.._ 

Director 
DeilutY 

cc: 
·Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wild. Dept., Austin, Tex. 

Regional Director, Nat 1 l Mar. Fish. Serv., St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Area Suprv., NMFS, Envr. Assmt. Div., Galveston, Tex. 
Regional Administrator, EPA, Reg. VI, Dallas, Tex. 
R:egional Di rector, SOR, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Field Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Fort Worth, Tex. 
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BllGCO-M 

Hr. W. O. Nelaon, Jr. 
Regional Director 
U. s. Pleb and Wildlife Service 
P. O. Box 1306 
Albuquerque, )(ev Mexico 87103 

Dear Hr. Nel80tl: 

20 llarch 1975 

Reference 1• made to Hr. Jerry Stegman'• letter dated 20 November 1974 
concerning Publf.c Notice No .. IW-K-6 on nev work and maintenanc• dredging 
of the Gulf Intraeoaatal Watenray ... Tributary Channel t.o Aransa• P•••, 
Texaa. 

Concernit1g Diapoaal Area No. 3, the emergent 40 ... acre tract you reference 
l• only the portl.On of that area to be used for the enlargement of Channel 
to Aran.aae Pua. The public notice, however, cover• not only the new vork, 
but ala.o tls ••.fhsl!c::uent wiintenanc• of the cha.rm.al. Therefore, the: map 
which accompanied the public notice not only include• a/40-acrc .. gment 
for the channel improvement, but ala.o additional area for future mainte
nance of the project. Wb.en the channol 1• improved, die emergent land Wl.l.l 
be leveed with a apillw"Y on die aide adjacent to th• highway borrow ditch. 
The diepoul area will the:::i be. enlarged in the future, •• needed, to con .. 
taln the ta.'lttti-:il reroved during maintenance dredging operation.a. Addition
ally, t:he !i!i&e of the dl•poaal area ahovn on the public notice drawing 
conforms with those shown in ciie l>atailed Project Report: and th• Pl.Dal 
Enviromaeutal Statement for th• Qiannel to Aran••• Pua. 

In reference to Disposal Area llo. 4, the area will be le.Ya-4 prior to it• 
next uae. Additionally, the remaining diapoaal area will hn'e levau 
either constra.ct{id or refurblllhttd prior t:o t:helr use. 'tha dredge effluent 
from Diepoaal Area• Noa. 3 and 4 rill ba directed into tha borrow ditch 
paralleling State Highway lio. 361. 

Copy furnished I 
Sield Supervitor 
O~FWS, CorpU9 Christi 78411 

8.lncerely youra, 

J:. D. l!cGEllll 
Ciief, Conatruction ... 
Operation• Division 
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December 6, 1974 

Colonel Don s. McCoy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersb,urg, Florida 33702 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

Ibe National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed Public Notice 
No. IWW-M-6 dated October 21, 1974, wherein the Corps of Engineers 
requested COIIUI'~nts on spoil disposal plans associated with new work 
and maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway - Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass. 

We have found that some information in the public notice is inconsistent 
with other information we have on the project. For example, the public 
notice states that Disposal Area No. 3 is "on emergent land 11 and, 
according to Sheet l of l, encompasses about 120 acres. However, the 
detailed project report on the proposed deepening and widening of this 
waterway, dated May 14, 1974, states (under Selection of spoil disoosal 
sites on page 28) that this site is "an existing spoil area and marsh" 
(emphasis added). Also, the Final Envirorunental Statement on the sane 
project, dated January 30, 1974, describes the area as "a marsh island 
previously used as a dredged material disposal area" (emphasis added). 

Consistent with our policy that the filling of tidal marshes be kept to 
a minimum, the N}1FS recommends that Disposal Area No. 3 be confined to 
the 40 acre portion nearest Texas Highway 361 as plotted on page III - 3 
of Appendix III in the detailed project report. Also, all effluent should 
drain into the channel paralleling the highway. Should this spoil area 
need enlarging, plans for the levees should be coordinated with the 
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies to insure that tidal marshes 
or submerged grass beds are preserved to the maximum extent possible. 

Another inconsistency lies in the proposed creation of Disposal Area 
No. 4 on Stedman Island. The public notice states, ''levees will be 
constructed on three sides to prevent flow of deposited materials 
and effluent water onto a nearby road, petroleum storage facilities 
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which are located on the north, east, and south sides and into Redfish 
Bay. Material will be allowed to flow into an existing borrow area 
and onto the flats and marsh area on the west side of the island" 
(emphasis adU.ed). }lowever, the detriled project report states ''the 
spoil area on Stedman Island will be leveed on two sides to prevent 
flow of deposited materials and waste water onto existing petroleum 
storage facilities and into Redfish Bay. Spoil will be allowed to 
spill into a borrow trench excavated bv another agency during construction 
of the highway causeway" (emphasis added). Essentially the same state
ment was made in the Final Environmental Staten1ent, which also states 
that "the western shoreline is an extensive Spartina marsh except in 
an existing dredged area near the causeway" and that levees would be 
built to prevent flow into the marsh as well as Redfish Bay. 

The statements in the detailed project report and the final impact 
statement reflect previous coordination of the plans with State and 
Federal fish and wildlife agencies. However, we have recently learned that 
the so.utheast shoreline of Stedman Island (facing Morris and Cummings Cut) 
contains a living, productive oyster (Crassostrea virginica) reef that is 
extremely valuable estuarine habitat and is also used as a study area by 
academic institutions in the Corpus Christi vicinity. 

The NMFS, therefore, recocw_ends that levees be constructed on the south
east and west sides of Disposal Area Ko. 4 at or above the mean high tide 
line i11 order to prevent damage to any part of tl1e oyster beds or tidal 
marsh. The levees should be built in such a manner that storm tides or 
rain would not erode them into the oyster beds and tidal marshes. Also, 
the highway side of the disposal area should be left sufficiently open 
to allow effluent from the disposal area to flow into the borrow ditch 
paralleling the highway. 

Prior to issuance of contracts for dredging, we recorrnnend that the 
detailed plans be submitted to Federal and State fish and wildlife 
agencies, including the Area Supervisor, National H.arine Fisheries 
Service, Environmental Assessment Division, 4700 Avenue U, Galveston, 
Texas 77550, for review. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed plans of this 
Federal project. 

Sincerely, , /. 

/ ( 1! .!\":_ . 
/1_,..., 1'\.-..,k ' / 

William H. Stevenson 
Regional Director 

486 

I 



SWGCO-M 24 March 1975 

Mr. William H. Steven•on 
aegional Director 
National Marine Fiaheriea Service 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
Bt. Peteraburg, Florida 33702 

Dear Mr. Stevenson: 

This is in reply to your 6 December 1974 letter concerning Public Wottce 
No. IW-M-6 on new work and maintenance dredging of the Q.ilf lntracoaatal 
Waterway - Tributary Channel to Aransas P.a.••. 

In reference to Dispoaal Area Ro. 3, the 40-acre tract you reference will 
be leveed vith a spillway, and the material excavated while improving the 
project will be deposited in this 40-acre aegcent of Disposal Area No. 3. 
When maintenance dredging occurs, the remainder of the area ehovn on the 
public notice map will be leveed, •• needad, to contain the material. 
The Detailed Project Report and Final Environmental Statement vhich you 
reference addresses only the proposed deepening and widening of the 
channel. Even though the description of Disposal Area No. 3 contained 
in them pertains only to that portion of tha area t:o be uaed for the new 
vork, the mapa included in these t'eporta do llhov the additional area that 
will be required by future 'IM.intenance of the project. Our public notice. 

_ hovever, caver a the new work and aubsequent maintenance dredging of the . 
channel. As a result, Diapo•al Area No. 3 •• ahown on the notice does oot 
delineate between the portion of the area to be uaed for the a.av work ~nd 
·the portion to be uaed for aub1equent maintenance dredging. l'he at'ea .·.r • 
ebown on notice map doe•, however, t'epreaent die aame. total area •hovn 1n 
the Detailed Project Report and Fiual Enviromaental Statement. 

Conceruing Di1poaal Area Ro. 4. levee• will be con•tructed •• necessary co 
prevent we•terly flow onto the oyatar bed• and tidal marshes. AA baa been 
our policy in ~e paat, ve will furni•h the suggested agenciea plans and 
apecif icacions for review during the advertiaing period for each contract 

Thank you for your review and eonaents. 

11.neerely your•, 

487 E. D. McGEl!ll 
01.ief, Con•truction ... 
Operation• Divi•ion 
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E'f{ONPIPELINE COMPANY 
POST OFFICE BOX 22?0 ·HOUSTON. TE AAS 77001 

WM H HUF~MA.N 
MANAGER_ RIGH1 Of Vl·\Y & C _AlMS 

November 4, 1974 

District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 
Attn: SWGCO-M 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

Your File: Public Notice #IWW-M-6 
21 October 1974 
New Work and Maintenance 

Dredging 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway -
Tributary Channel to Aransas 

Pass 
Our File: 10.2.11 - Harbor Island Terminal 

We have noticed that Disposal Area #2 as shown on the map accompany
ing the above public notice appears to include a number of acres of 
our private property located at our Harbor Island Terminal. We are 
wondering if perhaps this is an error since the description of Dis
posal Area No. 2 on page 3 of the above notice seems to indicate that 
it is the intent to use an area bounded on the south by our oil tank 
farm. The area depicted, however, covers a sizeable portion of our 
lands. We can not find in our records that any permission or ease
ment has ever been granted by our company for use of this area as a 
spoil disposal area by the Corps of Engineers or the City of Aransas 
Pass, the sponsoring agency you have mentioned. 

Moreover, use of the areas shown as Disposal Area #2, whether on our 
land or State of Texas land, for deposits of a sizeable amount of 
spoil would interfere with the natural drainage of our Harbor Island 
Tank Farm. The area owned by us and included in Disposal Area No. 2 
is quite important to us for future disposal of spoil removed in our 
routine maintenance dredging at our Harbor Island Docks. 
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District Enginee_r 
Galveston District 

-2- November 4, 1974 

In view of the above, we feel that a conference between our repre
sentative and your office should be held immediately to determine 
first, whether an error has been made in the description of Disposal 
Site #2 and/or whether this company may be affected by the disposal 
of the dredged material to the extent that we should request a public 
hearing in order to protect our interests. We will contact your of
fice just as soon as possible and hope that we will be able to resolve 
this apparent conflict in a manner satisfactory to all concerned 
without the necessity of public hearing. 

WHH:mac 

cc: Messrs. T. E. Burnett 
W. D. Price 
R. M. Smith 
L. H. Cox, Jr. 

\: I ·. \"r 
j ) • 

: \'j 

Yours very truly, 
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llr. 111111- B. Buffaml 
llz;xoa Pipeline Compay 
P. o. llox 2220 
Houston, t'u.u 77001 

27-1974 

teeeipt ta eekn..-.,,ledge;ci Of TJU' let:te.r U lted 4 t?avaiber 1974 ir.a raspnn.. ... 
to Public 1.!otict! No. It-r.J-H-6, dated 21 October 1974 • ..,ertain1ng Co tii'!W 

wrlr:. and 'maintcn.an.-::e dl.crlg~· of th! C-ulf 1:1trar:..oa.st.&l ilater'VS'.J - h:-:..butary 
Ch•nnel to Ar.c.nsaa P.ama. 

In your letter. you •t:~r,e-ated a mo.etin_~ bo held be~u. your reprcaentati"89 
ar..d ot>r t'f! .c~ t:o t::Ui.el'. ~e l'lUr 1.t'tor·'.if"::! ttee ,,~ lJis?HJ:S.al A:rR::s li.::i. 2. 0'1 
13 tlO"'.;o:tbu 1~14, • ~~t..i.-~~ -.m11 bald to diaeu:ia if p-erm.im:.,icn or eatH.tt:;:e.at 
bad h!MD r;ra::it.fl.d by L.i:::::::.:on to nze t:':-.-, :u-ca... Ile 11..we u.Aed t;:;.s 41.sposal ~re.a 
£r"•~l:.~i·t. U_;:.:·3, tt!I <.-J.:rl·_!.:·s\: k:-:Q\'a Lf:;-,,-e ws..is 10:4..l .z-.~ t.~./! t.:::.,.'.'t reeeut tiz:ift 
w.a.e 1!171 for a:..~r d.-::oC;:ir.1 O"f.".er.ati.o.-:~. fite&uae 'l.• c.on~tderc-d the ere.a to 
be cubject "to the Covart~;'.leatia parcaoua!: ri~l::.~ cf navigatiOQ.41 aenitu&e, 
no disposal famH'.i'sient fram. ~mu>• vaa req.ast&d. • 

. .AlthO{!Q:h r:-!rtbi:.}):': WHI ccrer:-:lU!liY~ly f:!f!:ttled at: the r.~atlni;. y;,u ra-rJ.Htod 
additiou.l into:ttMti.cn t.i> deta.n.U.ne ~Wit could j•:fi-ntly ue t:he c:IU?o::al 
era.a. !.nfurme'i:in rsl!li.Uted ~lu.:le-J i:lrevins;.A a:.t~ ele.'t"A·:.:itRla in tl:ie 
area., loca.tic-o Of lt!YM!S,, ~nt:itio• to k rloi;,oaitri in t.h.= :i:r&a, &ftd any 
citrtiona DI' reiti-ra:neea en ruw1ptic,cal eervit:ttt.4. 11?.e c:ib!t.i.ona wera 
f~a™>-4 tiy te.l -:":"~bw •· \.:'a r-n pre.scutly accu;;:s.als.tln3 tha other infonnatioa 
nq:uuad .;.aJ w~ll !:&1;.:-;nrtl it. to you ta the nwar futsre. 

tie ~"j :?ta 7om:" C'001"~r::1wme•• i'l r!iseur:\!ia~ Cb.ts aattar and look 
'f~rd to M\>tin.~ with y:.ru a.flu' j'"DUr Til'V'1• Df th& material we vill 
" f=1Wlhi"3 ahortl7. 

11. D. Mcc;:BU 
Cbl.ef. conatnsettoe
Opent!.oDa Dh,ial..oa 
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SHGED-OP 

Mr. 111111 a:n H. Huffran 
~~anager, R1shts of ~:ay i Clafras 
Exxon Pipeline Conpany 
P. O. Bex 2220 
Houston, Texas 77001 

Dear Mr. lluffman: 

24 Jonuary 1975 

This 1s In r!!soonse to your letter of 4 Nov.,,bcr 1974 and to 
conffnn our r.:ect1ng of 13 r:ov~ber 1974 ccncerning- tha proposed 
plan to dredoc the Gulf lntracoastal \laterway - Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass. 

A topographic ~ap of t'1e proposed Disposal Area tio. 2 shOMi 
on Publ fc Piotfce tio. IL':,J-~'.-6 dated 21 October 1974 concernir.q 
the .!Cove r--.ientioneci project is fnclos~d. Th~ tract line of 
Survey 9£0 as tr21nsposed fro~ Exxon Ffnclir.e Cor.ipa.r.y's drawini;i, 
Harbor Isl~nd Tank f~l"'!"'! Area, Survey 3DC and Survey 960, Nuec~s 
County, Texas, dated 22 Au~ust 1951 is Indicated In red on the 
topographic ~•P· 

A meeting to discus• the ~~tter further can be arran~ed at 
your convenience with f'-'ir. James Benham, telephone nur.1ber 
(713) 763-1211, extension 327. 

1 Incl 
As stated 

Copy furnished •'/Incl: 
Mr. Walter T. Tull 
Assistant District Manager 
Exxon Pipeline Co,,pany 
P. 0. Box 4916 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78408 

Sfncerely yours:, 

D. T. GRAHAM 
Chief, Engineering Di via ion 
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E'f(ON PIPELINE COMPANY 
POST OFFICE eox 2220. HOUSION. TEXAS 77001 

WM H HUFFMAN 
MAr>.AG~q PlGH7 OF "t;AY & CLAIMS 

District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 

ATTENTION: SWGCO-M 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

February 24, 1975 

Your File: 

Our Fj_le: 

Public Notice #IWW-M-6 
21 October 1974 
New Work and Maintenance 

Dredging 
Gulf Intercoastal Waterway 
Trib11tary Channel to Aransas 

Pass 

10.2.11 - Harbor Island 
Terminal 

This letter is to confirm the verbal agreements reached in a 
second meeting, which was held bet\vee11 your representatives and ours 
in the Exxon Building in Houston on February 19, 1975; namely, that: 

1. Exxon Pipeline Company hereby consents to the deposit of 
dre4ged material on its private property at its Harbor 
Island Terminal in Nueces County, Texas, within the area 
designated 11 spoil area }io. 211 on the attached plat, in 
connection with the above-captioned project, as proposed 
in the above-captioned public notice and in subsequent 
meetings beti;veen our respective representatives. 

2. We understand that the dredged material will be spread, 
insofar as practical, in a someivhat uniform manner consis
tent with good dredging and disposal techniques and that 
when the project is complete drainage away from our terminal, 
if blocked by dredged material, can be re-established in 
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District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 

-2- February 24, 1975 

a mutually satisfactory manner. 

3. Exxon Pipeline Cornpany 1 s consent to the deposit of the 
dredged material in the designated area is not to be con
strued in any way as an acknowledgment on our part of the 
existence of a servitude owned by the Corps of Engineers. 

We wish to express our appreciation to your representatives for 
their courteous attention to our views, and for the additional informa
tion they have furnished to enable us to more fully evaluate the ef
fects of this project on our property at Harbor Island. 

Yours very truly, 

WHH:mac 

cc: Mr. T. E. Burnett 
Mr. L. H. Cox, Jr. 
Mr. w. D. Price 
Mr. R. M. Smith, Jr. 
Mr. M. B. Grove 
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COMMISSION 

REAGAN HOUSTON. CM,.,,.,.,.,. 

DEWITT C. GREER 

CHARLES E. SIMO.'IS 

TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
11TH AND BRAZOS 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78701 

November 1, 1974 

SUBJECT' corps of Enqineers Public Notice 
Maintenance Dredging in Tributary Channel 
to Aransas Pass 

District Engineer 
Department of the Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P. o. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

STAT.I: H'GHW"Y ENG<NEE" 

B. L. DEBERRY 

IN REPLY REFER TO 
FILE NO. D-5 

We have reviev.'ed Public Notice No. rv.riv-r-1-6 dated October 21, 
1974 concerning maintena11ce dredging in the above channel, 
It is noted that spoil disposal areas No. 3 and No, 4 are 
located across S.H. 361 from the channel. Please advise the 
method to be utilized to transport spoil material to these 
disposal areas and plans for handling highY:ay traffic. 

If highway traffic is to be disrupted at any time during the 
dredging operations, we desire further contact from you in 
order to establish satisfactory means of providing for the 
safety and convenience of the traveling public. 

Sincerely yours 

B. L. DeBerry 
State Highway Engineer 

By~· 
e Henneberger 

ridge Engineer 
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SWC<X>41 

Kr. Wayne Henneberger 
!ridge engineer 
texu Highway Department 
lltb am :Brazos 
Au.tin, 'Iexu 78701 

Dear Mr. Henneberger: 

11 ·11ovem11er 1974 

ltaceipt is acknowledged of your comaent. concerning Public llotiee 
iio. n.v-M-6, dated 21 October 1974. pertaining to mainteD.SDCe and 
new vork c!reJging of tho TrllJut.ary Channal to Ar&nau Fa.u. The 
mathod u.a«!ld to tr5nsport dre.d~e 11tnteriala frcm the chtmnal to Dispoaal 
Areas Nos. 3 and 4 is to run t.ba pipalimi acroaa State lii:;hway 361 
th.rottgh culverts or ~"nrler bridges ao as not to int~rfeTa vitb highway 
traffic at all. Ue have •u.ceeantully used thia methocl of d.ispasal in 
the past. 

l'haDlr. you :for your concern and connent.8. 
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UNITED STATES EN'/JRON:VlENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGIO~< VI 

1600 PATTERSON 

DALLAS. TEXAS 75201 

JUL02J 10:::; 

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (787693) 

Col one l Don S. l·:cCoy 
District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colonel ~1cCoy: 

\·le have cc.~1pl1.;ted our revie·.1 of your pl'oposed plan for ne\·1 \·;ark 
and for ;;.aint,:1~e.nc2 drcdgi.ig "Guif Intra::oastc.1 \·!atcr·c;Jy-Tributary 
Channel to Arc.nsas Pass" as covered in P:..:bl ic Matice No. 1 10.'':.1-~·l-S 
dated October 21, 1974. \·:e hcve also revie>.·ed your June 10, 19/5, 
Stater-:-.ent of Findings concerning this projrct in accordcnce r1ith 
33 CFR 209.145. 

Your proposed pla'.1 is approved for on2 year provid·:d the follO\'!
ing reco. ~;2n~ation is ado?te~: 

Disposal Arecs shall be leveed prior to their 
next use. 

Since, as staled in youi· public notice, an Environmental Im~act 
Stat~r.1ent has rot b2en prc~arcd for mainte(:ance dredging, \·Je have 
deferred consic>2ration of long terr.1 approval o'\ your dredging plar; 
until th-2 final Enviror,;-;-:ental fn~pcct State;:•ent has been filed o,.;ith 
the Council on Environmental Quality. 

Sincerely yours, 

2i-,l(J.U~ 
ohn C. flhite 

Actin gional Administrator 
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